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VIETNAM RESOURCE
CENTER
The Vietnam Resource Center is staffed and
operated by Vietnamese students and residents,
and for the last five ,Y1!ars has contributed much
news information, analyses and translations of
materials from and about Vietnam which are not
eas1ly available through the US establishment
media.
The newsletter Thoi Bao Ga and other publications of the Center are generally written by
the Vietnamese staff, who have quick access to
informatino from Viet~am. Unfortunately most of
the staff must also underwrite the cost of sustaining the Center from out of their own pockets,
and with the drop in subscriptions to Thoi Bao Ga
a financial crisis is inminent.
It is essential for concerned individuals
and groups in the IJS to keep in mind that the
struggle in Vietnam is far from over. despite
the signing of the Peace Agreements last January.
The US government continues to interfere in the
internal affairs and relations of the country,
and supports the Thieu regime to the tune of
$1.8 billion per year, enabling the reactionary
Saigon leaaers to continue oppressing the people
of Vietnam.
RESIST has assisted the work of the VRC
several times in the past because they are doing
important work; the following article by Ngo Vinh
Long is the most current example. We would like
to urge as many RESIST supporters as possible
to subscribe to Thoi Bao Ga so that the work of
the VRC can go oii7anTTegiven as wide a circulation as it needs. Their address is: VIETNAM
RESOURCE CENTER. 76a Pleasant St. Carrbridge,
Mass., 1)2139.
THE RICE WAR
NGO VINH LONG
In South Vietnam the war is raging on because
the Thieu regime is conducting around 300 "mop up"
operations into the countryside every day. The
seriousness of the military situation in South
Vietnam is indicated by the declaration of the
Saigon high corrmand on August 28 that since the
signing of the Paris Peace Agreements 41,000 of
its troops had been killed, 44,000 had been
wounded and 4,000 were missing (Le Monde, August
lO. 1973}. Since Saigon is never known for blowing
up the statistics of its own casualties, the
militar-y development in South Vietnam is indeed
worth noting.
There are many reasons for Thieu's aggressive
military postures. One of the reasons 1s the need
for rice from the countryside. Since the PRG Spring
offensive of last year rice deliveries from the
Mekong Delta to Saigon have plummeted. According
to the April-June, 1973 USAID II Vietnam Economic
Data" bulletin. rice deleiveries to Saigon during

the first six months of last year averaged around
65,000 metric tons a month. During the second half
of the year. however. rice deliveries from the
delta decreased to only 23,000 metric tons a month.
Thieu attributed this to the PRG control of the
countryside, and hence the control of the flow of
rice into the Saigon controlled cities. Since Thieu
has to feed an a~ and bureaucracy of over 2.5
million persons. he ordered the military push
into the country to ease the rice problem. This
is the reason why Thieu's forces have received very
high casualties in the Mekong Delta, the rice basket
.of South Vietnam, in recent months. The Septenoer
8, 1973 New York Times reported.
"the shooting has continued unabated.
Vietnamese officers say, with an average
of 100 South Vietnamese soldiers killed
or wounded every day this year in the
delta alone. That is a rate equal to the
nunoer of casualties during the big Conmunist
offensive last year, and higher than in
many previous periods during the interminable
war. 11

Even with the military push into the countryside.
according to the USAID report just quoted, the
average deliveries of rice to Saigon during the
first fivP months of this year were around 40,000
metric tons a month. Meanwhile, rice imports from
the United States under the Food For Peace Program
(PL 480} have fallen from 59.000 metric tons in
January to only 7,000 tons in May. The United
States is selling 2 million metric tons of rice
to the Phillipines this year. Thailand has announced
that it will not sell any more rice to any foreign
country.
Faced with this problem. Thieu personally
ordered a "rice war with the Conmunfsts". To
carry out this "rice war11 • Thieu ordered his district
and province chiefs to force the peasants to sell
rice to the government. Each district and village
has to sell rice to the government under a certain
quota and at a fixed price. But. as documented by
two Saigon daily newspapers. Dien Tin and Dai Dan
Toe, in their Septenoer 25, 1973 issues. while
the fixed official price for each gia {40 liters}
of paddy rice is fran 1.300 to 1-400 uia~ters
depending on the variety, Saigon officials 1n the
local areas have been forcing the peasants to
sell rice to them at only 800 to 900 piasters a
gia. While this was going on, according to a proThieu Saigon daily. the PRG paid the peasants
two to three times higher than Saigon's official
price for their rice and then resold that rice to
people who needed it for much less than Saigon's
official price. (Song Than. Septerrber 9, 1973)
As a result of this PRG action, even Saigon
officials have been selling the rice they collected
from the peasants to the NLF. For example, a Saigon
Congressional bulletin published by a group of
Saigon Senators and Deputies (Ban Tin. No. 10.
O~tober 1s. 1973} reports that General Hoang Due
Ninh. President Thieu's cousin. has made 80 million

arrest. AP and UPI joumalists report a death toll
of 2,000 i 10 ,000-20 ,000 would be more accurate.

WOMEN, RESISTANCE
AND REVOLUTION

Especially horrendous is the situation of
the 12,000+ political refugees from other Latin
American dictatorships -- e.g., Brazil, Bolivia,
Uruguay, Paraguay -- who had been granted asylum
in Chile since the UP government came to power.
Pe 1i ab le i ntemati onal sources have verified
that the Brazilian police are torturing and interrogating Brazilians in the Chilean National
Stadium. Hundreds of exiles have been arrested
and killed, a foreign accent being sufficient
reason for s uspi ci on. 1000 refugees are in various
ent>assies or sanctuaries and approximately 5000
more are waiting to get into them. The junta has
demanded the right to remove from the asylums
anyone against whom it has "legal" proceedings.
All of this torture and murder has been justified
by the junta becaus~ "foreign influences," they
claim, have been the "motor force of the violence
which has developed. u (Taken from an El Mercurion
interview with the junta).
IlllllE!diately following the bloodbath, the
military junta further struck at the working
class with punitive economic measures. Meat prices
quadrupled. the wor.k week was extended by four
hours with no additional pay, a 200% income adjustment to counteract last year's inflation of
323t was cancelled. While anticapating an inflation
rate of 1,200% this year. the junta has declared
a wage freeze until at least the first of next
year. rn addition, the military has outlawed the
CUT (Central Workers Federation), which is the
largest labor organization in all of Chile, with
a rnent>ership of 800,000 in a country whose total
population is nine million.

PADDY QUICK
Sheila Rowbotham, WOMEN, RESISTANCE AND REVOLUTION
( A history of Women and Revolution in the Modern
~orld) is available in hardback from Pantheon
Sooks for $7.95 and in paperback from Vintage for
$2.45.

Sheila R<1wbotham's book is being widely
recognized within the women's movement as a major
contribution to the development of Marxist
feminism. The introduction to the book states, in
deceptively simple terms, the theme ".... I
have tried to trace the fortunes of an idea. It
is a sill'4)le idea, but one with which we have lost
touch, that the liberation of women necessitates
the liberation of all human beings. 11
Yet this book is not sill'4)1y intellectual
history, but an immensely informative and
interesting study of the history of women's
relations to revolutionary movements, and of the
material conditions of the society in which such
movements took place.
The first chapter of the book looks at the
development of early capitalism, in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries, and the "i rrpudent lasses"
who challenged the accepted view of women's place
in that society. Bourgeois women began to rebel
against the uselessness of their lives, and in the
process began to identify with the downtrodden in
d moral sensei yet for the vast majority of women
the confines of their lives permitted little
collective action, beyond the food "riots" of the
eighteenth century,although puritanism allowed
some questioning of husbands and fathers. Yet,
Rowbotham argues, the beginning of feminist
possibility, if not feminism as a political
movement, can be placed in this period in which
the seperation of family from work b~gan to appear
in its most distinct form. The development of
capitalism led to a "difference in the material
situation of men and women in relation to
production".

Thousands of families are in a desperate
situation because the heads of the families are
either dead, in prison, or unerrployed for having
supported in any way at all the UP government of
Allende. Yet despite the reign of terror, opposition to the junta continues. Large numbers of
leftists are in hiding, and the basic structures
of the MIR (a Marxist-Leninist organization which
did not join the UP, but lent it critical support)
the Socialist Partr. and the MAPU are still intact
Information on the underground is scanty, but it
is clear that the struggle continues. Miguel
Enriquez of the MIR stated that "The struggle,
far from being over, is just beginning. It will
be long and hard. The mass movement and the left
have not been crushed. Under the new conditions
the force of the workers .•. is today reacting
against the bloody fascist repression of the
junta, and against the regressive and unpopular
measures imposed by the military. There ia already
a solid and vast popular resistance to the fascist
dictatorship and it will progressively develop
every day." And a young worker from the.Santiago
neighborhood of San Miguel said: "We don't tell
them anything at all and they know that some of
us are helping to hide people who are leftists.
So we shall all go back to work like good boys,
keep very quiet and wait for next time."

This is the theme which is continued
throughout the book, in the study of the French
~evolution, of Mary Wollstonecraft, of William
fhompson 's early effort to 1ink a theory of
exploitation of labor to the oppression of women,
of Marx, of Engelsi in the history of women in
the trade union movement, in the Paris Commune,
in the suffragist movement. "From what basis and
in what manner," Rowbotham as ks, 11 can women act
together as a group which can be the agenc~ of
revolutionary change?" The conflict between
bourgeois feminists' demanrls, nd the needs of

And the time will come.
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CHANGE, 968 Valencia, San Francisco. Calif.
94110
A women 1 s collective which publishes 11 CHANGE 11 •
a newspaper for working women. They were given
a grant to help produce a booklet - 11 \tlonen's
Economic Role under Capitalism". The book will
stress the necessity for working women to build
a political movement through political strength
beginning at the workp1ace.

OCTOBER GRANTS
VIETNAM RESOURCE CENTER
16a Pleasant St., Carooridge, MA 02139
These people have been working for years to bring
to the American people a perspectiv~ on Vietnam
that contradicted the lies and propaganda put
forth by the government and media to justify
the war. Grant was given for them to continue
thei r efforts.

THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE,
Box #1492, Norfolk. Virginia 23501
A military organizing group which prepares and
distributes educational material about military
build-up. particularly in the Middle East. Grant
was awarded for printing and mailing costs.

uOMINICAN WORKING GROUP
132 Beacon St., Boston. MA 02116
A component of the Hunger Action Coalition, the
WG sponsored a sunmer program in the Dominican
Republic, and is now engaged in radical education
by means of in-depth studies of the realities of
Dominican life under the US corporate heel. Grant
was given to prepare slides and tapes of their
materials.

BLACK PRISONER DEFENSE COl-t1ITTEE

P.O. Box #369. Archer, Florida 32618

A support organization for prisoners oppressed
and brutalized within the prison system. Grant
was awarded specifically for expenses incurred
in defending and publicizing the trial of 14
black inmates charged with crimes stenming from
a "riot" in the prison factory.

WASHrnGTON STATE PRISqfERS LABOR UNION
P.O. &ox 22199, Seattle, WN 98122
This union publishes the Sunfighter, and is doing
organizational work at Monroe Reformatory and the
prison at Walla Walla. A grant was made to assist
in the creation and maintenance of a full time
office and supplies.

IMPRISONED CITIZEHS UNION
Box #4731. Philadelphia, Pa.19134
All organization of prisoners and 11 outsi ders 11
which publishes a newspaper, the Prisoners Free
Press, containing articles by prisoners and
pertinent legal information. The grant was
given for the purchase of legal literature and
a typewriter.

P.O.

EMINJS HISTORY RESEARCH PROJECT
218 S. Venice Blvd., Venice, C 0291
The merooers of the project have been collecting
oral history interviews from women involved in
political activities in the early decades of this
century: trade unions, suffrage, birth control,
etc. Grant was given to assist in the preparation
and dissemination of the materials they have
gathered and researched.

COMMITTEE FOR ACTION RESEARCH ON THE INTELLIGENCE
,COMMUtdTY 1346 Conn. Ave., N.W. Washington D.C.
A group wAich researches and exposes intelligence
infiltration within the movement and in places
of public responsibility. CARIC publishes
11 !;0UNTER SPY", a journal
reporting on U.S. spying activities, domestic and abroad. They were
given a loan to cover rent and telephone bills.

E ALTERl'fATIVE CEi(fER
1882 Dore ester ve.. rchester, MA 02124
The center was set up by a group of women in the
Dorchester community to provide alternative solutions to various problems faced by the women in
the area. Grant was awarded to assist in the
maintenance of their day care center.

Ii'fDIAN SU""1ER
619 South Bonnie Brae St., Los Angeles, Calif.
A legal project in which research related to
pending American Indian court cases is done by
law students. Specific cases concern fishing
rights and land. as well as federal jurisdiction
at Wounded Knee. Grant was awarded for the
publication of data.

EMMA GOLDMAi~ CUNI C
115 tf. Dodge, Iowa City, IA 52240
This clinic is a collective health group made up
of working, ADC, and student women from the area.
Their goals are abortion counseling and referrals,
the creation of an outpatient clinic, and education of women about their bodies. Grant was
given to assist in building a testing lab.
SOU. COMM. TO FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS
1780 Edward, Memphis, Tenn., 38107
Th1s group researches cases of political per•
secution in the South, and does co1TVT1unity and
workplace organizing. A grant was given to pur•
chase a printing press for their work, and to
put such a movement press where it can service
other groups in the E. Tennessee-ArkansasMississippi area.

~HARLESTON GI OFFICt
008 t/2 Reynolds Ave., Charleston Hgts., S.C.
This is another G! counseling and organizing
group, which publishes the Universal Soldier.
Grant was given assist them in opening and
equipping an office and service center.
~OVERED WAGON/HELPIHG HAND
P.O. Box 729, Mountain Home, Idaho 83647
These two groups, working together, do GI counseling and organizing in Idaho, Montana and
Eastern Washington. Grant was made to refurbish
and build up their service center and office.
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